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Thursday Evening 
 

Thornapple Valley Dulcimer Society 6:15 
Silver Strings Dulcimer Society 6:40 

 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Live from the Squirrels’ Nest 
 

Carry It On 
 

Nathan Pultorak 
 

February Sky 
 

Ilace Mears 
 

Tyler Roy  
 

Ethan Setiawan and Grant Flick 
 

Jon Weinberg 
 

Linda Sniedze Taggart 
 

Katie Moritz 
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Friday Evening 

 
Mountain Dulcimer Show begins at 6:30 

 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 

David & Annette Lindsey 
 

Sonas, with DeeDee Tibbits  
 

Sarah Morgan 
 

Timothy Seaman 
 

Larry Unger 
 

Ted Yoder 
 

Randy Clepper 
 

Andy Young 
 

Craig Wagner 
 

Stephen Seifert 
 

Scott Freeman 
 

Bing Futch 
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Saturday Evening 

 
Hammer Dulcimer Show begins at 6:15 

Dulcimer drawing for registered ODPC members at 6:50 
Must be present to win 

 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Bill Robinson & Friends 
 

Karen Alley, 2014 National HD Champion 
 

Pam Bowman 
 

Stephen Humphries 
 

Guy & Sharrie George 
 

Jess Dickinson 
 

Mark Alan Wade 
 

Steve & Ruth Smith 
 

Sam Rizzetta 
 

Rick Thum 
 

Dan Landrum 
 



5 

Karen Alley 
 

Karen Alley was playing the fiddle 
at a folk festival in 2004 when she 
discovered the hammer dulcimer. 
She quickly found she could make 
much nicer sounds on the dulci-
mer than on the fiddle. Hammer 

dulcimer rapidly became a passion, and within a few 
years she began performing throughout the state and 
eventually across the country, placing in local and na-
tional competitions. In 2014 Karen won the National 
Hammer Dulcimer Championship in Winfield, Kansas. 
She also enjoys teaching both private lessons and fes-
tival workshops. Her favorite repertoire varies from 
Celtic melodies to church hymns to show tunes. 
Karen’s solo album, “Sunlit Strings,” reflects her varied 
repertoire and the full expressive range that can be 
produced on the hammered dulcimer. When she's not 
playing the dulcimer, Karen spends her time studying 
glaciology at the University of Colorado Boulder, 
where she is pursuing a Ph.D.  
https://www.facebook.com/karenalleydulcimer  

Pam Bowman 
 

Pam Bowman is a native of the 
Evart area, hailing from Marion, 
Michigan. It was in this dulci-
mer- rich region that as a teen-
ager, she first heard and saw a 
hammer dulcimer being played.  
Almost 10 years later she again 

heard it's unique tones drifting through the air of a 
local historic craft shop. She asked about the instru-
ment in the recording and thought to herself..."I'm 
old enough to buy one of those now!"  Since that time 
she has been performing for 19 years as a duo with 
Jeff Gardner on guitar and with a five-piece group 
called Just Jammin', performing gospel/country/
bluegrass music. In 2005 Pam won the Southern Re-
gional Hammered Dulcimer Competition in Mt. View, 
Arkansas. Pam gives private and group lessons on the 
hammered dulcimer, as well as teaching work-shops 
and performing at various festivals and many other 
venues.  She has eight recordings available, as well as 
2 instructional books on the hammered dulcimer and 
a series of instructional CDs focused on hymns.  Con-
tact Pam at:  
pambowmanmusic@gmail.com  (231) 743-6639 

Carry It On 
 

Carry It On is a mid-
Michigan based Peter, 
Paul, and Mary tribute 
band. Its members are 
Johnny Hunt, Lee Anne 
Whitman and Mike Giffin. 
If you have fond memo-
ries of Peter, Paul, and 

Mary as most of us from the Baby Boomer generation 
do, you will certainly enjoy hearing such well-known 
and loved classics as Puff, the Magic Dragon, Blowin' 
in the Wind, Where Have All the Flowers Gone?, and 
This Land is Your Land, as well as others less familiar, 
yet true to the original songs from their broad reper-
toire. 
You can learn more about Carry It On at their Face-
book page, www.facebook.com/CarryItOnPPM and 
their website, carryitonppm.blogspot.com, and you 
may contact the band regarding their calendar and 
for booking information at their e-mail address: 
carryiton@yahoo.com 

  Randy Clepper 
 

Randy is an accomplished player of 
Irish and other traditional music on 
Irish bouzouki, fingerstyle acoustic 
guitar, tenor banjo and hammer 
dulcimer.   His playing has been 
described as “magnificent”, 

“strong and confident” (Dulcimer Player’s News) – “a 
Celtic guru” (Wood ‘N Strings).  Randy currently per-
forms with acclaimed Irish fingerstyle guitarist John 
Sherman.  Their recording, Finally Tuned, was ranked 
#2 Top Traditional Album of 2013 by WDCB Public 
Radio’s Folk Festival in Chicago. Randy’s musical 
background includes old-time, folk, pop, rock, jazz, 
classical, funk (yes, funk) and bluegrass.  Ohio-based, 
he is an avid player in Irish music sessions from San 
Francisco to Montreal, Galway to Tel Aviv, and has 
taught and performed at festivals across the coun-
try.  In 2003 at Evart, he teamed up with Dan 
Landrum, Mark Alan Wade, and Bob McMurray to 
form the group, Hammer On!, producing a CD of the 
same name. www.randyclepper.com   

https://www.facebook.com/karenalleydulcimer
http://www.randyclepper.com/
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Jess Dickinson 
 

When Jess is not at his two 
day jobs (Mississippi Su-
preme Court justice and law 
school professor), he is 
posting free beginner and 
intermediate hammered 
dulcimer instruction videos 
on his website. His book, 
“The Essential Hammered 

Dulcimer Instruction Manual”, is a best-seller. His 
bluegrass band, the Bluegrass Appeal, recently rec-
orded a CD From Dublin to the Delta with guest per-
former Stephen Seifert. Jess began performing ham-
mered dulcimer in Mountain View, Arkansas in 1990 
at the Ozark Folk Center, where he played in the an-
nual Christmas show for 7 years. He has instructed 
hammered dulcimer at numerous festivals and work-
shops, and he is the organizer of the annual Deep 
South Dulcimer Competition at William Carey Univer-
sity. Jess is the 2013 Southern Regional Hammered 
Dulcimer Champion, and he and Jeff Hames won 1st 
place in the 2013 Southern Regional ensemble com-
petition. www.dickinsondulcimer.com 

Scott Freeman 
 

Scott comes to Evart from 
Lafayette, IN where he 
lives with his family.  In 
1999 he won the National 
Hammer Dulcimer Champi-
onship at Winfield, KS. 
Scott has worked with the 
Children’s Museum of Indi-

anapolis as a resident teacher and introduced the 
dulcimer to thousands of inner city youth through 
workshops and performances.  Today he continues to 
work with local arts and education programs to bring 
traditional music into the schools through hands-on 
interaction with “Fiddlers in the Schools”, sponsored 
by the Indiana Fiddlers’ Gathering. Scott records with 
Ouibache (WEE-ba-SHAY) Records, a record label 
dedicated to traditional and Americana music. He has 
four albums of mostly original music. 
 www.scottevanfreeman.com 

Bing Futch 
 

Hailing from Orlando, FL, Bing is 
an award-winning singer/
songwriter and performer of 
mountain dulcimer, Native Ameri-
can flute and ukulele. His high-
energy shows and unique ap-
proach to international folk music 
have made him a popular national 
touring act all across North Ameri-
ca. Equally comfortable with both 

traditional and modern music, Bing joyfully engages 
and entertains audiences with his dizzying mixture of 
musical stylings. In January of 2015, he competed at 
the International Blues Challenge in Memphis, TN and 
is the only artist in the history of the event to ad-
vance to the semi-finals playing solely on the moun-
tain dulcimer. Alongside his performing, he is a pa-
tient and passionate teacher, producer of the 
"Dulcimerica" video podcast viewed by over a million 
people worldwide, and he's also the host of the 
"Rhythm Roots" program at DittyTV.com. He's re-
leased a number of books, DVDs and CDs which are 
available at: www.BingFutch.com   

February Sky 
 

February Sky (Phil 
Cooper & Susan Urban) 
plays and sings tradi-
tional, modern and orig-
inal folk & Celtic music 
with guitar, cittern, 

mountain dulcimer, banjo & percussion. The music 
runs the gamut from riveting story songs to uproari-
ously funny songs, and some thought-provoking in-
sights into life and its problems. Phil sings and plays 
his own arrangements of traditional songs and tunes, 
and he also interprets a number of carefully chosen 
songs from the best of modern folk song writers, as 
well as backing up Susan on her songs. Susan Urban 
is a writer of story songs and humorous "slice of life" 
songs.  She accompanies her songs, plus Phil’s songs 
and tunes, on six and 12-string guitar, six-string ban-
jo, mountain dulcimer, and hand percussion instru-
ments.  Phil and Susan present a combination of old 
and new songs addressing the widest possible range 
of experience, complete with vocal harmony, intri-
cate instrumentation and thoughtful stagecraft.   
www.februarysky.com 

http://www.bingfutch.com/
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David & Annette Lindsey 
 

David and Annette make their 
home in Bennington, OK. David 
has been building and playing 
the hammer dulcimer since 
1978 when he discovered the 
instrument while on vacation 
in Missouri. Meanwhile, An-
nette developed an interest in 

the mountain dulcimer, and she leads the mountain 
dulcimer players at FunFest at the Friday night pre-
show. They have been playing as the Sweet Song 
String Band since 1979 and have helped form the 
Lone Star State Dulcimer Society and the Red River 
Valley Dulcimer Club. They are well known and 
sought after for their music in re-enactor’s dances 
and activities. David and Annette teach and perform 
across the U.S. in many well-known festivals where 
David sells his nationally recognized hammered dulci-
mers.  
www.davidsdulcimers.com  

Stephen Humphries 
 

 Stephen Humphries is 

a National Hammer 

Dulcimer Champion 

(2007), freelance per-

cussionist, and music 

educator. In 2011 he 

completed the Master 

of Music degree in per-

cussion performance from Lee University. While regu-

larly performing and teaching at dulcimer and folk 

festivals around the country, Stephen also serves as 

the full-time instrumental music teacher and percus-

sion instructor at Silverdale Baptist Academy. Addi-

tionally, Stephen is an adjunct professor of music at 

Covenant College and maintains a private studio of 

percussion and hammer dulcimer students in and 

around the Chattanooga area where he resides with 

his lovely wife, Taryn. 

www.StephenHumphries.com 

Dan Landrum 
 

Dan started as a percus-
sionist and has been play-
ing hammer dulcimer for 
over 25 years. He has gone 
from street performing in 
his home town of Chatta-
nooga, TN, to internation-
ally touring stage shows as 
a featured member of 

Yanni’s touring orchestra. In 2006 he became owner 
and editor of  the Dulcimer Players News magazine 
and is co-founder of www.DulcimerSchool.com 
along with Stephen Seifert.  In 2012, he was fea-
tured in the PBS music documentary, "Music 
Voyager" as representing one of the best exam-
ples of original music coming out of Tennessee. 
His energetic playing style and unique approach 
to this ancient instrument are also evident in his 
six self-produced cds. 
 www.danlandrum.com, www.dpnews.com 

 

Guy & Sharrie 
George 

 

Guy is a multi-
faceted instrumen-
talist with jazz-

influenced roots. He is a performer, instructor, au-
thor/publisher and recording artist. His diverse play-
ing style adds a new twist to the sounds of the ham-
mer dulcimer, pennywhistle, steel drum and saxo-
phone, all of which he incorporates into his perfor-
mances and teaching. Guy studied jazz perfor-
mance, arranging and composition at Berklee Col-
lege of Music in Boston, MA. He travels throughout 
the US and Canada, performing and teaching at vari-
ous venues and festivals. His teaching style is re-
laxed and fun, as he teaches tunes of many different 
genres and styles. In addition, he incorporates 
methods for more advanced practicing and playing 
techniques, while simultaneously entertaining his 
students.  Guy and his wife, Sharrie, live outside 
Cleveland OH when not traveling. 
www.guygeorge.com      
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Sarah Morgan 

The music of Sarah Morgan 
embodies her respect and 
joy of folk music and her cre-
ative approach to arranging. 
Backing traditional Appala-
chian melodies and haunting 
old time tunes with fresh 
harmonies and a progressive 

drive, she lends a new feel to seemingly "old" 
tunes, while accompanying pure and heartfelt vo-
cals with the unpretentious sound of the Appala-
chian dulcimer. Sarah Morgan started her musical 
journey at 7 years old and has fallen in love with 
traditional and folk music through the years. A na-
tive of East Tennessee, Sarah has incorporated the 
rich musical heritage of the area into her music. At 
18, Sarah placed 1st at the 2012 National Mountain 
Dulcimer Championships. A year later, she went 
on to become a finalist in the 2013 Internation-
al Acoustic Music Awards. 
 www.sarahmorganmusic.com 

Ilace Mears 
 

Ilace grew up playing classical vio-
lin in North Louisiana, "North" 
meaning she neither ate crawfish 
nor listened to zydeco in her mis-
spent youth. She spent almost 25 
years in Memphis playing classical 

violin, attending marching band competitions, and not 
visiting Graceland.  In 2006 she had a (mild) mid-life 
crisis and bought a hammered dulcimer. Now she plays 
fiddle tunes with enthusiasm, hymns with joy, Celtic 
because it's in her bones, Bach because it's in her 
blood, and yes, even a little Elvis!  As the 2012 and 
2014 Southern Regional Hammered Dulcimer Champi-
on and a finalist in the 2012 National Hammered Dulci-
mer Championship competition, she enjoys introducing 
the instrument to the residents of the Branson/
Springfield area of Missouri.  It is her personal mission 
to promote the playing of "Roscoe" at every jam.  
Ilace's debut CD, "Peace Like a River," has been well-
received, garnering such glowing accolades as, "I had to 
take it out of my car; I kept missing my exits!" 
www.ilacemears.com 

 Katie Moritz 
 

2013 National Ham-
mered Dulcimer Cham-
pion, Katie Moritz, has 
been playing music for 
over 25 years.  While 
she is a multi-
instrumentalist, Katie 
focuses her musical 
passion towards the 
dulcimer.  In 9 years of 
playing the instrument, 
she has won multiple 

regional competitions, received two apprenticeship 
grants from the Illinois Arts Council, was awarded 
scholarships to study applied percussion and composi-
tion, and earned an AFA degree in Music Perfor-
mance. Katie performs frequently on hammer dulci-
mer, steel pan, and ukulele throughout the Chicago 
area, as well as at festivals and other events nation-
wide.   
www.katiemoritz.com   

Live from the Squirrels’ Nest 
Live From the Squirrels' Nest returns for their third 
appearance to kick off the ODPC Funfest on Thurs-
day night. The Squirrels' Nest is a high-energy, open 
jam at Evart. Several of the "Squirrels"  have taken 
the stage at various regional festivals, including  
Gebhard Woods Dulcimer Festival in Morris, Il, the 
Big Thaw Bluegrass Festival in Milwaukee, WI, and 
Stage 5 at the Walnut Valley Festival in Winfield, KS. 
The Squirrels' Nest ensemble features heart-
pounding fiddling and hammer dulcimer playing 
with Jim Rathbun, Dale Palecek, Lynne Ellen Kaiser, 
Liesl, David, Jeffery and Sherese Mom, Julie Arnold, 
Sharon O'Connell, and others.    

http://www.katiemoritz.com/
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Sam Rizzetta 
The hammer dulcimer dis-
covered Sam in the 1960s 
in Kalamazoo, MI, where 
he repaired guitars and 
illustrated books to put 
himself through grad 
school. He heard Chet Par-

ker of Grand Rapids play his dulcimer that he had 
made in 1903, and it was the most beautiful sound he 
had ever heard. He had to build one for himself!  
He has always approached instrument making as a syn-
thesis of science and art. His background in science 
and research lead him to do extensive controlled ex-
periments to improve the sound, playability, and utility 
of dulcimers.  
In 1983 he was fortunate to enlist Nick Blanton to build 
new dulcimer designs. While Nick now produces his 
own dulcimer designs, he will build Sam’s designs on 
custom order. For Sam, music is a joyful and powerful 
spiritual connection to the soul and a bridge between 
people. This is Sam’s first trip to FunFest from his 
home in West VA. www.samrizzetta.com Bill Robinson & Friends 

 

Bill has been performing for 
60+ years and has received 
numerous awards, including 
ODPC Lifetime Member with 
Paul VanArsdale, Hall of 
Fame, and  Pioneer. He has 
been teaching the hammer 
dulcimer and promoting his 

students for over 40 years. Bill loves to jam and wel-
comes all to jam (you can usually find him in the 
ODPC Pavilion). Bill hopes you enjoy his original 
tunes. He is a third generation player from Illinois. 
www.billrobinson-dulcimer.com 

 
Tyler Roy 

 
Tyler Roy comes to Evart 
from Battle Creek, MI. He 
is a recent vocal music 
grad from Western MI 
University. He plays pri-
marily country music, and 
most of it is written by 
him. 

Nathan Pultorak 
 

Nate Pultorak, a 19- 
year-old hammer dulci-
mer musician from Jo-
liet, Illinois, has been 
playing since 2006. His 
style ranges from quiet 

and peaceful to fun and energetic. He has been 
regarded for the quality of his playing and his com-
position skills on this instrument, as recognized by 
the Friends of the Philharmonic Orchestra. He is 
the 2012 Kentucky State Grand Champion, where 
he also won "Best Original Dulcimer Tune", the 
2013 Mid-East Regional champion, and he won 
second and third places respectively at the Nation-
al Dulcimer Competition in Winfield, Kansas in 
2012 and 2013. Nate is currently a sophomore at 
Franciscan University of Steubenville where he is 
majoring in  sacred music.  
natepultorak.weebly.com  

Timothy Seaman 

Tim is a uniquely expressive player using his special separated-hands technique 
as well as colorful chording and rhythm to evoke drama and meaning.  After 19 
years of teaching English, he went full-time with his music in 1994. He has pro-
duced 15 of his own CDs on Virginia Parks, Christmas, and Celtic themes, with 
titles like Sycamore Rapids and Here on this Ridge.   

www.timothyseaman.com 
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Stephen Seifert 
 

Stephen has been playing the 
mountain dulcimer since 1991. 
He has toured with David 
Schnaufer, performed with 
orchestras around the country, 
and been a featured performer 
in Japan. Since 1996 he has 
taught and performed at festi-
vals and dulcimer clubs in Los 
Angeles, Detroit, New York, 

Pensacola, Houston, and many others. "I want to play 
all styles of music on the mountain dulcimer. I also want 
to help my fellow dulcimer players pursue their musical 
desires, whatever they might be, with the least amount 
of time-wasting detours." Most recently, he has been 
teaching hundreds of students around the world via an 
online Dulcimer School. He and Bing Futch recently 
taught a three-day intensive mountain dulcimer work-
shop prior to the start of Funfest. 
www.dulcimerschool.com or www.stephenseifert.com 

Ethan Setiawan and  
Grant Flick 

 

Ethan Setiawan is a mandolinist 
from Goshen, IN. For the past 3 
years, Ethan has been a student 
of jazz mandolinist Don Stiern-
berg. In 2014 Ethan won the Na-
tional Mandolin Championship 
in Winfield, helped found the 
band Theory Expats, and joined 
the band Mutual Kumquat. He 
was awarded a full ride scholar-
ship to Berklee College of Music 
in Boston, MA in 2015.  
 

Grant Flick, 16, of Bowling 
Green, Ohio, plays violin, man-
dolin, and tenor guitar. He has 

been the recipient of numerous musical awards, 
including the Daniel Pearl Memorial Violin (2013) 
and a scholarship to Mark O’Connor’s Berklee 
Summer String Program (2014). He has appeared 
on stage with Frank Vignola, Darol Anger, Vinny 
Raniolo, Byron Berline, and many others. Both mu-
sicians attended the 2015 Acoustic Music Seminar, 
which is held at the Savannah Music Festival and 
featured clinicians such as Bela Fleck, Mike Mar-
shall and Casey Driessen. 

Steve & Ruth Smith 
 

Steve and Ruth Smith, from 
the Blue Ridge Mountains 
of North Carolina, play a 
distinctive blend of Appala-
chian Americana music 
with Celtic roots, featuring 
hammered and Appalachi-
an mountain dulcimer, old-
time banjo, and guitar. In 
2014, Steve and Ruth were 

inducted into the National Traditional Country Music 
Association’s America’s Old Time Country Music Hall 
of Fame for performing, preserving, and promoting 
traditional Appalachian music. They were also named 
the 2013 "Americana Instrumental Group of the Year" 
at the Appalachian Cultural Music Association 
Awards. They perform frequently on the PBS TV Se-
ries "Song of the Mountains." Their music combines 
the richness of centuries old Appalachian and Celtic 
musical traditions along with their original music 
about mountain life and rural Appalachian values.  
www.steveandruth.com  

Linda Sniedze Taggart 
Linda plays and teaches hammer 
dulcimer in Rochester, NY.  Her Lat-
vian heritage has had a strong in-
fluence on her musical develop-
ment. Linda also plays the kokle, a 
Latvian zither.  
In 2011 Linda earned a Diploma 
with Honors in Hammer Dulcimer 
Performance from the Eastman 

Community Music School, the first diploma awarded 
by the school in hammer dulcimer.  Also in 2011 she 
was a finalist at the national championships at Win-
field, In addition to creating arrangements for solo 
and ensemble performance, Linda is Assistant Direc-
tor of Striking Strings, a 20 member dulcimer ensem-
ble. She has been published in the Dulcimer Players 
News magazine and traveled to Budapest to perform 
at the 11th Congress of the Cimbalom World Associa-
tion. Her blog, Dark Horse Dulcimer, can be found at: 
www.lindataggartdulcimer.typepad.com. 

http://www.steveandruth.com
http://www.lindataggartdulcimer.typepad.com/
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DeeDee Tibbits 
and 

Sonas 
 

Sonas: a Gaelic word 
that loosely translat-
ed means 'happy' or 
'content'. That's how 

the band feels most of the time when they are playing. 
Celtic music is their favorite and has the band smiling as 
they play. The members of the band hail from the mid 
Michigan area and include DD Tibbits on hammer dulci-
mer , harp, mountain dulcimer, vocals and Irish whistle. 
Bruce Macartney plays fiddle, concertina, vocals and bass, 
and Tom Krause plays guitar, bouzouki, bodhran, vocals 
and mandolin. Whether they are playing a fiery reel, a 
lively jig or a ballad, they will mesmerize you with their 
lovely harmonies, both instrumental and vocal. With over 
a hundred years of musical performing experience be-
tween them, they can entertain well. The band has 3 CDs: 
“Sonas”, “The Road Home”, and their latest, “Passage”. 
DD has three of her own, titled “Tapestry of My Heart”, 
“From the Inside Looking Out”, and “In The Still of Win-

ter”. Sonas is an entertaining group with entertaining 
music. Check them out at www.sonasmusic.com 

Rick Thum 
 

Ranked as the most influential 
dulcimer player of the last 
decade by readers of Dulcimer 
Player News, Rick has made 
his mark on every aspect of 
the hammer dulcimer 
world.  He brings a combina-
tion of passion and friendly 
accessibility to his teaching 

that make his workshops and classes favorites at festi-
vals across the country. He has tapped this teaching 
experience to produce a CD instructional series for 
hammer dulcimer, the Original Song of the Month 
Club.  Rick is also the designer of the highly-regarded 
hammered dulcimer bearing his name.  Yet for all his 
time in the studio, onstage, in the classroom, and in 
the luthier’s shop, Rick is most at home at a late-night 
jam session. www.rthum.com 

Mark Alan Wade 
 

Mark performs throughout 
Europe, Asia and North 
America as a soloist on 
dulcimer and trumpet. A 
professor of trumpet by 
day, Mark has performed 
with the Beach Boys, the 

Buckinghams, and with numerous orchestras. 
Mark’s unique style is the result of his 25 years of 
traditional dulcimer playing blended with his formal 
classical training on trumpet. His most recent 
CD, Grass Roots, pulls together Grammy award-
winning friends to showcase everything a dulcimer 
is capable of. A National Champion himself (1998), 
Mark is an experienced teacher with 4 former stu-
dents who have also won the national contest. 
Mark has 6 dulcimer books published and 5 CDs. 
Mark lives in New Albany, OH with his wife and two 
sons. Come say hi at his booth and “friend” him on 
Facebook. 
www.MarkAlanWade.com  

Larry Unger 
 

Larry has been a full time 
musician since 1984, and has 
presented a diverse range of 
musical performances at a 
wide variety of dance events 
and concerts all across the 
United States as well as inter-
nationally. He's one of the 
busiest musicians around, 

playing for more than 150 dances every year.  

Larry has written more than 2000 fiddle tunes and 
waltzes. Some have been played on Ken Burns produc-
tions and also on the Grand Ole Opry  and the San Luis 
Obispo Symphony Orchestra. He has published 2 books 
of original tunes, as well as made several CDs. 
 He has a great breadth of understanding of traditional 
music to complement his technical proficiency on 
stringed instruments. He enjoys telling stories about 
the origins of his music and those who taught him.   
Larry teaches guitar and banjo at the Music Emporium 
in Lexington, Massachusetts. He also gives workshops 
at camps and weekend festivals on a variety of topics 
from guitar and banjo, to dance band workshops and 
tune writing workshops.   
www.larryunger.net 
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Ted Yoder 
 
Ted has revolutionized the 
hammer dulcimer through 
his pop symphonic approach 
on the instrument as a solo 
performer. He’s the 2010 Na-
tional Champion whose high-
ly engaged fan base has nick-
named his innovative ap-
proach to playing popular 
songs “Yoderizing.” Ted is 
both a dazzling technician 
and soulful and lyrical vision-
ary. And the story of his rise 

to prominence is as inspiring as his spiritually uplifting 
musicality.   

In less than a decade, Ted has gone from tinkering on 
the hammer dulcimer to releasing four studio albums, 
authoring a groundbreaking instructional book, teach-
ing Skype lessons to students around the nation, and 
becoming an in demand performer at community the-
aters, churches and festivals.    
www.tedyoder.com 

Craig Wagner 
 

Craig Wagner lives near Ann Ar-
bor. He started playing the ham-
mer dulcimer back in the late 
70s after being mesmerized by a 
dulcimer player doing the seem-
ingly impossible – creating great 
music by frenetically dancing 
wooden hammers at breakneck 
speed across a jumbled sea of 
metal strings. One sight of that, 
and he was hooked. 
With this inspiration, he learned 

to play from recordings, trial-and-error, and a variety 
of workshops across the Midwest. Soon he was teach-
ing those same workshops.  He then produced his first 
album of original compositions on hammered dulcimer 
and piano called, “The Keeper’s Gift”.  
In other musical efforts, Craig started Musicians United 
to Sustain the Environment with folky friend Walkin’ 
Jim Stoltz. This collaboration brought together over 30 
musicians to create a set of recordings that helped 
fund over 25 different grass-roots conservation organi-
zations. He also helped start EarthDay.FM, an internet 
radio station playing music inspired by and supporting 
the earth.   

Jon Weinberg 
 

Jon Weinberg has been 
playing guitar and ham-
mer dulcimer for contra 
dances, wedding cere-
monies, concerts, and 
coffee houses through-
out New England for 
over 20 years. He teach-
es hammer dulcimer 
lessons to students 

both in person and online via Skype, organizes and 
leads week-long hammer dulcimer chord camps in 
New England each September and in Asheville, NC 
in May, and is a regular workshop leader at dulci-
mer festivals in New England and beyond. Jon is a 
founding member of the contra dance bands Alle-
mande North and Wild Card, and released his first 
CD About Time in 2013.   
www.jonweinberg.com 

Andy Young 
 

Andy is a Chicago-based 
musician, sought after at 
music festivals nation-
wide. His concerts infuse 
expressive musical ar-
rangements with humor 
and insight to provide a 
deep understanding of 

the role of music in our world.  Early on in his ca-
reer, Andy took an interest in Irish music and has 
now been playing in that style for over twenty 
years. More recently Andy has pioneered the play-
ing of Gypsy Jazz (the music of Django Reinhardt) on 
the hammer dulcimer, a genre very few dulcimer 
players have explored. This has given Andy the op-
portunity to more fully utilize his percussion skills 
and to develop unrivaled chromatic techniques on 
the instrument.   
www.andyyoungmusic.com 

http://www.jonweinberg.com/

